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Murfreesboro Parks & Recreation Director Announces Plans for Retirement   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 13, 2016         

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. – City Parks & Recreation Director Lanny Goodwin has announced 
plans for retirement, effective August 12, 2016. Goodwin announced the decision to his staff 
this week after submitting his intention to retire in a letter to City Manager Rob Lyons, July 11, 
2016.  
 
“We appreciate Mr. Goodwin’s lengthy contribution to the City of Murfreesboro and deeply 
value his effective management and leadership over the years,” said City Mayor Shane 
McFarland. “One of the notable features of our attractive community is its Parks and Greenway 
system which is a credit to Lanny’s passion for Murfreesboro and his dedicated service to our 
community.”  
 
Goodwin began his career in the Parks and Recreation field in January 1975 making 2016 
more than four decades of service.  He began his work for the award-winning Murfreesboro 
Parks & Recreation Department and the City of Murfreesboro in 1988. Goodwin has worked 
with four Mayors and three City Managers beginning with Mayor Joe B. Jackson and City 
Manager Clyde Fite.    
 
“I want you to know how much I love Murfreesboro and appreciate the opportunity to work in 
such a great City,” Goodwin expressed in his retirement letter to Lyons. “I have nothing but 
respect for all of our employees that serve our city faithfully every day. The experience is one 
that I will always remember.”   
 
“Mr. Goodwin has tirelessly served the City for many years,” said City Manager Rob Lyons. 
“Without his administrative skills, passion for recreation, and steadfast dedication to the City, 
Murfreesboro’s Parks and Greenway system would not be what it is today.” 
 
The Murfreesboro Parks & Recreation Department has long been considered one of the top 
departments in the state, annually winning awards from the Tennessee Recreation and Parks 
Association (TRPA). In 2015, Goodwin received the President’s Cup in recognition for 
contributions made to both the State and the National Association for Recreation and Parks. 
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That same year, the Murfreesboro Parks & Recreation Department received a total of 27 
awards during the TRPA Conference held in Kingsport, Tennessee.   
 
A list of the some of the events, activities, and initiatives spearheaded by the Parks & 
Recreation Department under Goodwin’s leadership include:  
 

The Better Boro Project, promoting health and wellness activities for Murfreesboro residents. 
The Gladys Blanton West Mini Park, renovated and dedicated in 2015. 

Cannonsburgh Village, a historic village of early Tennessee life featuring the annual Harvest Days, Pioneer Days, 
Friday Night Concert Series, and Uncle Dave Macon Days. 

Celebration Under the Stars, the City’s annual Fourth of July celebration. 
Greenway Arts Festival, an annual festival showcasing local art. 

Half Marathon 
Richard Siegel Soccer Park 

Jordan Farm Soccer Practice Facility 
Miracle Field, a custom field for children with special needs under construction at McKnight Park. 

New Year’s Day 5K, annual race at Barfield Crescent Park. 
Park Smart campaign to increase public safety awareness in the Parks and Greenway system. 

Sports*Com renovation in 2015. 
Adams Tennis Complex, $5.8 million facility in partnership with MTSU and Christy-Houston. 
Wilderness Station, an outdoor education and recreation facility in Barfield Crescent Park 

Murrph’s Fun Run, an annual run at Gateway Island for all ages. 
Black Cat Cave secured and protected after 7,500-year-old human remains were discovered. 

Star*Plex ballfields 
Construction of Patterson Park Community Center 

Barfield Crescent Park 
12 miles of Greenway trails 

Rogers Park 
 

Goodwin is a graduate of MTSU and holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Health, 
Recreation, Physical Education & Safety. He also completed graduate work at MTSU in 
Recreation Management and Administration, Physical Education, and Health.    
 
Among his numerous certifications, Goodwin is a graduate of Revenue Sources Management 
School-North Carolina State University, serving as a board member and chairman on the 
Board of Regents for the School. He is also a graduate of the National Aquatics School-
Oklahoma State University and is a Certified Parks and Recreation Professional through the 
National Parks and Recreation Association (NPRA) and served as chairman of NRPA’s 
Resources Management School.  
 
Goodwin has received numerous awards through TRPA including the Fellow Award, the 
highest award given to a professional in the field of parks and recreation. His many years of 
distinguished service with TRPA, as a board and committee member, includes serving on the 
steering committee for a statewide comprehensive plan.     
 
Goodwin’s community service includes the executive board of Murfreesboro Half Marathon 
and the Rutherford County Convention and Visitors Bureau for which he chaired from 2012-
2013. An original member on the Read to Succeed Board, Goodwin also served as chairman 
of the Rutherford County Arts and Humanities Board and the Uncle Dave Macon Days Board.  
 
For City News online, visit www.Murfreesborotn.gov.    
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